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[The portralts of the slgners of tha Dec-
lnratlon of Indapendence In this article
are belleved to bo the most compleis evar
published. The best portralt of each slgn-
or lias been selected: Portraits of all/the
gigners eave two wera mado. The ex-
eoptiona ars 'John Morton and  Caksar
Radney. Of the former there Js no at-
thentle portralt,’ and tha latter, owing to
i sont on hls face, never allowed his pors
tralt pninted, 'The autographs aro fac-
elmiles af those on the engrossed copy ot
the Deelaratlon of Independence now in
tho  lbrary of the' state department,

Washington.]
HE Contilnontal congreas was
very busy in the apring  of
1776, Its dally eesslona were
talton up with tha reading of
lotterd from the generals of Its army,
pccepting new companies of militia,
directing  battaliona ard gunpowder
toward this or that province, dlearm-
ing people who persisted in refusing
to fight Great Britain, ordering eannon
cast, buying saltpeter, {mprisoning the
suspected, voting money for rations
and forage, establishing hospltals, for-
bidding trade with England—in short,
with the earrving on of r. vigorous War
ugainst a country to which 1t still
officially ncknowledged alleglance.

This condition of affalrs had ‘exlsted
for mora than a year. Occaslonally, it
is true, congress had suspended hosa-
{{l{tles long enough to’protest that the
colonlsts were not rebels, only “peti-
{loners in arms” bent or setting right
thelr wrongs, but the futility of its
petitions and  prayers had graduallyl
worn out the patience and hopo of
aven the most loyal of the members.
When congress came together in .the
spring of 1776 It was pretty certain
that nobody would advocate another
petition, It wns more likely that entire
separation from the mother country
was imminent 1f thers were many
who dreaded such a step, there wera
others who were dolng thelr utmost to
hasten it. So strong were these latter
that in May they even forced through
congress a resolution calling upon the
colonfes to form Independent govern-
ments. The temper which had carried
this revolutlonary measura had not
subslded when the news reached Phil-
adelphla that the colonial legislature
of Virginla had instructed its delegates
to congress to bring In a resolution
declaring the united colonles free and
Independent.

It was on June 7 that Richard Henry
Lee, 'the spokesman of the Virginia
delegation, arose in congress. Fo had
been ordered, he sald, by the unanl-
mous vote of the members of the coun-
cil of Virginia to present the follow~
ing resolution:

“That these united colonles are and
of right ought Lo ba free and Inde-
pendent states; that they are absolved
from all allegiance to the British
crown; that all political’ connection

;md oucht to be totally dissolved."

Two other resolutlons: followed, con-
tingent upon the first, but it is not
necessary to consider them here.

Lee had not taken his seat before
there was & “second” to his motion.
It came from John Adams of Massa-
chusetts. A more welcome task could
not have fallen to 2 man than this to
John Adams. | A patrlot by’ cholce
from the day In 1761 when he first
heard James Otis' famous &peech
agalnst the writs of dssistance, he had
for years sacrificed business, family,
health, peace of mind, to the Amerlcan
cause. Ho was one of the few who
from the first believed that separation
was the only outcome of the conten- |
tion wilth Great Britain. From the!
tima he entered ‘the First congress of
the colonies, in 1774, he had boldly and
incessantly advocated independencs.

To Bes that congress felt It was
nlaying with flre In consldering’ Mr.
Lee's resolution one has only to ex-
nmine the journal of Its proceedings
for June 7, 1776, So hazardous was
the matter regarded for thosa taking
the Initiatlve that In: recording  thas
resolutions  nelther thelr substanca|

nor Mr. Lee's and Mr. Adams' namests
“Certain resolutiona," |-

are mentloned.
says the journal, “belng moved and
geconded, resolved that the considera-
tlon of them be deferred until tomor-
row morning and that the members
be enjolned to attend promptly at 10
o'clock In order to take the sama into
conelderatlon'” They debated all the
next day. Saturday, and agaln all ‘day
Monday on the guestton. Who spoke
and what was =ald are not certainly
known, as the fournal has no record.
John Adams and hls cous'n Bam,
Eoger Sherman. Oliver Woleott, B H.
Lee, Georpe Wythe—these ware un-
doubtedly the great epeakesrs for sepa-
ration.

The chief' opponent, Mr. Adams’
leading antagonist, was John Dickin-|
son of Pennsylvanla. Dlckinson -t
this time was a man foriy-four years
of age, three years older than' Adams,
a gentleman who had had as good &n
cducation as the eolonies afforded and
who had followed it by 4 term in the
Temple, Lengd

From. the
with! England
the pground that her scts wero con-
trary to English law,

It was Dig fon. then, who, when
the debate hezan on Lee's motion, was
first on his feet. Hizs moat practlcal
arguments wers that such a declara-
Uon was premature, that the colonies
should walt at least untll they had
perfected thelr military arrangements|
und secured if possible the ald of
France, wlth. which eountry they were
then negotiating.  The names of all

‘ballot on ' June 11 and conalsted, ac-

between them and Great Britaln ls

(e :

England,  threa in | the south—ware
cither  Instructed to vots for [Inde-
pendence or leaned toward it | Tiose
of alx eolonles—New York, New Jor-
Bey, Pennsylvanla, Maryland, Delawara
and South' Carolina—were opposed to
tha  remolution. In . such 'ni matter
unanimity was of! the utmost fmpor-
tance, and. after a three days' debata
It, wgs docided to postpona a flnal
vate untll the first day of July, and in
order that no time he'loat a' commit-
tea waos appolnted to prepara o decla=-
ration suftable to'lay before the world,
stating the prisvances which drove
them to separate from Great Britain.

The Immortal Committes. |
This| committea was appointed by

cording to the journal, of tha follow-
Ing  gentlemen: Mr. Jefferson, Mr. J.
Adams, Mr. Franklln, Mr. Sherman
and Mr. R, R, Livingstone.

Naturally one would axpect to find al
the head of thla committea Mr. Lea,
who had presented the resolution.
That he was not glven the placa seems
to be due to ono 'of those nlce llttla
mattera of 'stata polities, which had
quite as much influence with the “fa-
thers" ps they have today. Mr. Rich-
erd Henry Les was not beloved by hia
c?lleag'ues from Virginla, and Mr. Jef-
ferson was sent up to rival and sup-
plant him. So says John Adams. TUn-
questionably state polltics had some-
thing to do with the cholce of Jeffer-
son, though, as a matter of fact. Laa
would hayje been prevented from serv-
ing evan {f ho had been appointed, be-

cause of the lllness of his wife, which
called ' him  away from Philadelphia
just about this time.

Jefferson was a comparatively new|
man In conzress. He was thlrty—threa|
years of age at the time and had been |
n member leas than n year. Tven in|
thlz time he ‘had npt been at all}
prominent I the debates of congress.
John  Adams sald that during the|
whole time he sat® with him In econ-
gress he never heard’ him utter three|
Bentences together. Hut, If silent in!
debate, Jefferson had shown himself!
“prompt, ‘frank, expllcit and  decislve]
upon committees and In econversation
and ' was looked upon. by all of the!
older tmembers, searching for young,
talent, as one aof 'tha most promlsing!
Young men Virginla had sentup. ‘Par-|
teularly was hp well regarded for his
abilitles as a'writer,

On: the first meeting of the commit-
tee there seems to have been a \lttle
discusslon about who really zhowld do!
the writlng  Adnms sayas he and Jef-|
ferson were selected hy the committea, |
but that he Insisted that Jefferson|
himself | do It.  Jefferson | denles  this|
and gays that the committen pressed|
him 'mlons Lo 'undertike  the dratt|

This slight discrepancy In tha memory |

who followed Dlekinson we do not|2f the two honorable gentlemen is of |

know, but among them were able and
loyal men—John Jay, James Wllson,
James Duane, Robert B Livingstons,
Edward Rutledge—but it was evident
from the beginning of the debate that
they were in the minority, The dele-
gates, of seven colonles—four in New

| Jefferson was a2man who ihslsted on

no importance, It wns Mr, Jufferson |
Wwho wrote the Deelaration,

He was lying at the time the Lask
was glven him'in 0 ‘house ruther ot
the outskirts of Philadelphia, chosen
rurpoeely. because the neighborhood
was qulet.  Hera he had rented a soo-
ond flaor and was acoustomed to work
whenever congress was not in aesslan,
On eoming up ‘to Philadelphia on 'this
trip ane of hls first fasks hod been to
g0 to a carpenier and glve him a plan
of n desk he wanted' made—n maost
characteristic thing for him' (o do,  for

planuing everything which he wasg to
use, whether o private house, a, pub-
lle bullding in Washington, hls furnl-
ture or hls own tomb. The desk was
fourteen inches long by ten In breadth

and three Inilielght, and It was on

this that through!the long June days
he' lnborad on' the declarationii’ | 7

It ‘must be conceded; by ona who
rends the contemporary llterature of
the revolution that the Eglst of the

ocument which! hel produced wns 'in
everybody!s mouthl What | Jofferson
ald was to volce in tha favorito Bng-
1lah atyle of tho dav/ the 'apirit of In-
dependence abroad and to state form-
ally ‘the!'different’ grievances of the
thirteen eolonles gs & justifieation  of
revolutfon, It 'was n great document,
becnusc it expressed mmore’ complotely
thon had yet been done a universal
conviction ‘and because of the gonius
for seloction which! it showed, ' Inl no
mensp war It an invention. Years after-
ward, when'its fame had grown, critles
of Jefferson began’ to sneer at the
Daecinration of  Independence ane not
original and point out that this phrasa
and that, this coinplaint and that had
been uttered here or there. This con-
troversy was hottest in 1819, when the
Mecklenburg, declaration, eald. to have
been pnsséd by Mecklanburg county,
N. C, In May, 1775, was dlacoveroed.

Jefferson at once declared to Adams
that he belleved the document epuri-
ous and brought forth a long array of
reasons  to, eupport hia beliet. The
matter. became ' subject of partisan
controversy, Thao legislature of North
Carolina took It up and In 1831 pub-
lished a pamphlet to prove that =&
declaration of independence was made
in' Mecklenburg county more than a
wear before Jefferson wrote his,
Jefferson’a Labor,

So well did Jofferson do als ‘work
that when ho submitted It to Adems
and Franklin, befors handlng It over
to tho committee, they made only n
few correctlons. Jefferson then wrote
out what he calls a “fair copy" and
turned it over to the committeo of five,

torvald botween reading reports from
tha army and voting money for gun-
powder 'and cannon tha two parties
wore oxerclsing their utmost Influence
for and agalnst the Declaration, | The
numbers for independence wers grad-
unlly creaping up, and every change
of front bocams o mautter of the most
dramatic Interest. ik

The resolution was brought to wvote
on tha first day of July, somg fifty-
one members: belng present in/ con-
gress,  That It would have a majority
was certain, but somethiniy ‘'more than
a majority was necessary’ evervhody
felt. On the morning of the 1at, Just
a8 congress was gbout to enter onltha
dabate/ithe hearts of John Adems and
his assoclatea wore made glad by the
arrlval of delegates from  Maryland,
Inatructed to give a unanlmous vote.
Mattera looked B0 propitiotia that
Adams wanted tho vote taken at once,
but New Jersey was unwilling.  She
had ‘glven her delegates permission’ to
support independence lf they thought
It expedlent; they had arrived only on
the 28th, and very naturally they want-
ed to hear the arguments. | Bo, to
Adamsa'. disgust, the dobate began
pgain. - i
Never was Adams more  powerful
than in this final debata on Lee's reso-
lutlon. He 'was the “colossus of that
debate,” sald Jefférson afterward. Tho
entire day of July 1 was gpent on the
question, and at nlght congress was
stlll unwllling to take n final vote and
so adjourned tha decision untll tha 24.
The' night was spant In exclited work.
Four colonles—New York, Pennsyl-
vania,  Delawara and South’ Carollna—
still held back, but before congress ns-
‘sembled the next morning a majority
for the resolution had been secured In
each delegation excepting that of New
York [each colony had ones wota in the

They found It so goaod that they

Continental congress, a majority of the

changed not a, word of it, and on the
28th of' June the document was' laid
before congress.

While Jefferson. In his little room at
the cormer of . Market and Seventh
streots was labdring over the Deplara-
tion the country from ong end to the
other. was busy discussing the subject.
In' the states where the sentiment for
Independence was strong—that ls in
New England and the south—the ex-=
ultatlon was great, and the colonial
congresses, Sons of Ljberty. commit=
tees and town meetings’ worked with
renewed energy. the excltement pene-
trating ‘to' the most remote settle-
ments,  Heavy pressure, was brought
on the ecolonles which up:’to this time
had been against Beparation by ‘the
discusslons In newspapers and pam-
phlets and by the: debates ln agsem-
blies, conventlons, committees’ of safe-
ty and of’ Inspection and in town and
county. meetings. 'The whole people
8oon became famillar, with the ques-
tlon, and thelr eounclls bogan to: feel
the ecffect of tho popular agltation.
Not only were the councils at home
besleged, by the advocates of independ-
ence—letiers) resolutions and petitions

were showered on ‘the delegates in|!

congress, The delegates _nf Pennsyl-
vania had been strictly ordered to re-
Jeet nny proposition. for Andependence,
but the Radical party. of the colony
had before this taken matters Intp'its
own hands and by an Interesting reyo-
lutlon ‘qulte ‘worthy of the Fronch
patriots of 1792 they succeeded In over=
powerlng. tha  regular . assembly and
forwarded n message to congressifa-
vorlng | Lindependence. Naw  Jersey.
toa, sent new delegites instructed for
tha 'regolution 1t they” “thought It nec-
essary or expedient” “On - June 17 WIL=
am| Whipple | wrole | ‘back  to New
Hampshire that there had been 4 grept
change. in the sentiment of congress
gince hla orrival, and on June 26 Bl-
bridge Gerry wrate to hia friend Jamen
Warren, in Boston, that It nppeared to

him there waa not even o douhl of)

any. colony in the coyuntry excepting
Wew Yorlt and Maryland, )
'"As the firat day of July approached
thaexcitement in congress Increased,
Although ' we l:aye no. records of the

‘delezation of the colony declding what
that should be; New York withheld
her wvote entirely an the 2d], so that
when the vote was finally taken twelve
colonles 'wers ready to declara’ that
“these  united , colonles 'are and = of
right ought to be free znd Independ-
ent."”

“As a matter of fact, the passing ot
Mr. L.ee's resolutlon effnctecC the fepa-
ratlon of the colonles/frim Gréat Brit-
ain, 'and the 24 of July Is really 'Inde-
pendence day. It was this day John
Adams wrote hls wife on July 3 that
future ‘generations would = celebrate,
SThe second day of July, 1776, 'will be
the most memorable apocha In the hils-
tory of America! He wrote. “I.am apt
to belleve that it will be celebrated by
succeeding generations as  the great
annlversary, festival. It ought lo be
-commemorated ns the 'day of dellver-
nnee by solemn acts of!devotlon to
‘God , Almighty. It ought to be aslemn-
fzod ' (with’ pomp ‘and parade,  with
shpws, ‘games, Aports, guns, bells, bon-
‘fires. and llumlinationa from one: end
of this continent to/the other ‘rom
this time forword for, evermora.”

But it was onuily 4 that tho docu-
ent which makes the formal expres-
slon  of [ndependenca was pdopted,
Mhat formal Declaration cama before
the house Immedlately after the ndop-
tlon of Lee's resclution and way taken
up .clause hy clouss for debate. The
membera after their two days' strug-
gle! were mnot Iniany mood to deal
eastly with Mr, Jefferson's: production.
On the' contrary, they sel themselves
vigorously to pulliit to pleces.’|
“With/'two exceptions  the! changes
thay, made  were verbal and to' the
great improvemant) of the document.
\The tree critlclsm of the Declaration
{ndulged In/durlng the debate annoyed
Mr. Jefferson exceodingly,  He made It
a polnt of courtesy Lo reply to none of
it ‘but it was ensy-to sce that ho took
it padly., Dr. Franklin was by hla slda
and, ‘observing hist nervousness, tried
‘to easa the-situation by telling him &
story. o s h ol
M have madea it a rule sald Frank-
10, “twhenever:in riy power:to avold
‘becoming the draftsman of ' papers -to

‘submit it

ba' meviswed by n publlo body, I took

debate, it i3 evident that'in. the in-

my. lesson i'rru_rn an. incldent which ‘I

3 p T S
will relnte to you.  When T was o Jour-
neyman ' printer’ oneof | 'my compans
fons) dn’- apprentice ! hatter,  having

‘served out hls term, wna abolit to open

ghop ' for himselt. = Hls ‘first concern
was ‘to: have i 'handsomo’ slgnboard
with 'a proper Inscription,  ‘Hel'com-
posediit in thess ‘words, “Tohn Thomp-
son, Hotter, Makes and Sells Hats For
Ready Money,'  with n fAgire of n hait
aubjoined, but he tholight ‘Ha would
7 to his frlends  for  thelr
amendments, | The firdt ho showed it
to thought the' word 'hatter teutolo-
gous, becauda followed by the words
‘makes’ hats,! which ahowed ho was'n
hatter. It wos struck outl Tha noxt
obbBerved that the!word ‘makes’ might
a8 well be omltted, bacausd his' cus<
tomera would fot cara’ who mede the
hats., If good and!to thelr mind, they
would buy,| by’ whomever made..  Ha
struck It out. A third said he thought
the worda ‘for,ready money' were use-
less, on It wad not tho custom of the
pleco to #ell on credil.l Every cne who
purchased expected' to pay, They.
were parted wlth, 'and the {nscription
now stood. ‘John Thompzon Sells Hata,'
'‘Sells hata!® eald his next friend, “Why,
nobody will expect you to glve them
away., What, then, |s the use of thuat
word? It was etricken out, and ‘hats’
followed it, the rather ma thers wos
one palnted on the board. BSo the In-
scription. waa reduced ultimately to
‘John Thompson,' with the figure of a
hat subjoined.! Wl :
Franklin's story did not restore Jef-
ferson's equanimity. In the week fol-
lowing the debate hs mado at ‘least

five drafts of the document as he
wrote It and, marking carefully the
ehanges and omissions of congress, sent
them (o friends. :

Even time did not quite cure Jeffer-
son of his regentment.. and when he
camn’ to “writo 'his _memolra  he sald
rather sarcastleally in explanption ‘of
the two mador omissiona:  "The pusll-
lanimous idea that wo had friends In
England, worth  keeplng terms with
8111 haunted the minds of many,  For,
this remson those pnssages which con-
veyed censures on the people of Eng-
land. wero " struck out lest they should
glve offense. The clause, too, reprobat-
Ing the anslaving inhabltants of Africa
was' struck out In complalsance to
South! Carolina and Georgila, who had
never attempted; to restrain‘ the Im-
portation of alaves, and who, 'on the
contrary, still  wished to' continue it
Ovr northern brethren elso, T bellave,
felt "n little 'tender ‘under ‘those 'cen-
sures, for, though: their people had very,
few slaves themselyes, wet they had
been | pretty  considerable 'carrlers of
them to others.” ! :

Just’ how long. the debate on  the
Declaration; continued on the Fourth is
unknewn, - While 1t;wns' golng on: tha
radicals: wers marshaling 'all! thelr
strength to spoure a blg vote, | McXean
of Delawars 'even 'sent an express at
his ‘own expense to Dover for Caesar
Rodney, T met him at'the statehouse
door iIn his' boots,!! wrote McKean
afterward.  “He' resided “elghty  miles
from the elty and arrived Just aas con-
gress met.”’ 7 A5
It wae probably late'in the afterncon
when, according to tha Journal, the vota
was token'and ! the Declaratlon was
"agreed ‘to.! Forty'out of fifty mem-
bers | present ‘are  'supposed’ to! hava
iyated for i, Including ‘ons membper
from: New, York—Henry! Wisner.  Tha
doeiyment. was 'then ordered)authen-

ticatediand printed,’ 1t '1s Improbahle|.
that there  was any algning/on  that)|

dRy, excepting that by John Hancock,
the (president, 'and’ Charles! Tharmpson,
‘the 'geratary, “Thelr ‘names’ wore put
to 'the ‘copy ‘which Mr “JTeffarson had
presonted:\ but! no' others, asll !

.debate’was under way—

‘slderatlon, no' crowds surrounded Int

| tinental

Indeed

would have been' tinwlga: | i
Important that' the) dodumt: h?n'lfn\'?;!r: i
ananimous approval If posaibio; ;
Httlo | \waliting. and  ‘maneuvaring’ It
Beamed ‘pratty  cartnln! to? the |wiser
membars  ot' congress that this unas
nimity could ba seciired, ;

Not Generally 8igned on ths Folrth,

i Not'only was thera no ‘genaril sign.:

Ing ofthe Declarsition of Thdspsn

onitha 4th of Tuly, 1111‘5. but I;.ralgletlil:l:'
han nvested the day with! othor dra.
matla features’ which  untappily are
falea/ It {8 a'pity ‘not tobollave, as
most of usisore taught, that while tHs

There waa'tumuit in th
In th_n qualnt old ank:r;:}:{;m—

& 'pity mot to bo able’ to toll tha
story. of tha gray 'halred bell ringer,
sitting with' one' hand rteady on' tHe
clapper nlf_hls bell unt!l ho heara a
young volee erving: “Ring, n,
ringl. Oh, ring  for ubargifmﬂ':”i
mauttor. of  fact, ‘the meetings of  cons
gress wero held behind closed doors,
and, while It was well known fn the
coffee houses of the clty that Mr. Liee's
reaojution had been voted on tavorably,
and no doubt, too, that a formn)l dec!a:
ratlon embodylng it wad under con-

dependence hall’ that day. There was
no' émall boy, no ' sounding. of the Lib:
erty bell. i

Indeed, It wns not untii July & that
the Declaration appeared’ in the Penn-
sylvanip Packet. On'the 8thiit wds !
read ‘n the statehouse 'yard. | Ths
patriots “turned out'in'a great crowd
and the render, John Nixor, was chaar-
ed to the echo, Atfer tho coremony
tho| crowd turned Iis attention to. the
king's coat of arms, which wns sus-
pended pver thd doorway in tha court-
room| af the stateliouse, tearing it
down and tuking It out ard burning It
In many places ths reading of tha
Declaration, which had been ordered
by congress, was attended by simiiar
acts of destruction,  Thus in  New
York the Sons of Freedom' tore down
an equestrian statue of | George IRk
which stood on Bowling Greer and
turned the monument over {o the au-
thoritles | with the order ' to run /the
lead (nto bullets.  In Baltimore’ “the
efMgy of ‘olr late Kking” was carted.
through the town and’ commiited to
the flimea amidst tha acclamation of
hundreds,” the records =ay. ' In :Sa:
vannah  in \ugust at the reading
there Was n great processlon, almost
the whole town turning out to inter
an efligy of King George 111, 5

As a whole, the demonstrations were
not nolsy or destructive. - The army.
which might have been  expected  to
indulgs® {n ' some  vindlctlve per-
fortances, recelved the news quletly:
and In many cases the peopls seamed
to feel deeply the solemnity of the
sZep which congress had taken and to
hava rightly concluded that prayers
were more appropriata to the occaslon
than the tearing down cf stalues. Tha
only colony which had refused to. vots
for Lec's. resolution on the 2d  was
New York. ' No sooner had ' the vots
been taken' than the delegates from
that, state sent a lettér posthaste,
asking what was {o be thelr line ot
action thereafter. oOn July % the pro-
vinclal congress of New «York, which
was In Eession at White Plains, replied
that "“the rensons assigned by the Con-
congress  for' declaring  the
united coloples free and Independent
states are cogent and ronclusive and
that, while we lament the cruel neces-
sity which has rendered that measurs-
unavoldable, we approve the same and
will at the risk of our'lives and for-
tunes joln with the other colonies In
supporting t" Congress . was . now
unanlmous on Independence.’

. On Aug: 2 a committee appointed on
July 19 to prepare an engroesed copy
of the-Declaratlon for signing lald It
before congress.  Many of the men
who had' fought over It on the 4thiof
July were 5till present, buit In ths
meantime many new delegates  had
come to Philadelphla, so that there.
were a number present who had  had
naothing to do with the orlginal act of
adoption. Just what happened at the:
elgning we do not know any more than
we know the detalls of the debate In
the critical days when It was under
consideration. Omne thing Is certaln,
however. | Serlous as this matter: of
sipning really was, nobody hesitated,
“Glve, ma llbarty or glve me deathl?
wag . no. Imere phrase for thesa men

They. had welghed {ts gr!m meaning

and dellberately’ accepted the alterna-
tive. They even took up with losts
the matter of putting their names to
a ‘document which, if the coloniea wora
defeated, would' surely: send them all
to thesgallows, i ]
As the wears went on the venaration
of i the peopla for the Declaration of
Independence grew. The demand to
sea the document, to read [ts text and
examine {ts slgnatures steadlly In-
creased with this feeling of reverences,
The government naturally sought to
satisfy thais desire, but unhappily In
dolng ‘g0 it 'nallowed great harm  to
como to tha orlginal, | Early 'In ‘the |
century: the Ink was faded and the
parchment Injured In securing’a- fuo-
simila for making =«  copperplate
Still further Injury was done when:it-

was placed on’ exhibiticn (In a strong:

Mght ‘In/:1849. It' remalned’ thus: ex-
posed untll some qf the slgnaturea had
entlrely. vanished. ‘Finally. in 1894, the
gtate department reallzed that In care-
less good nature it was allowing | the!
great charter to  fade away,  Stepa;
wereat.once taken then.to preserve {t.
It was carefully coversd ‘and placed In.
a drawer:in‘a‘steel edse speclally. pra-
pared for ite reception and ‘a faczimile
hung in the:'place It ance occupled: Al
the eame |time steps were taken .to

preserve’ the original icopperplate by
haying . electrotype ' copies ‘made, ‘50

that the' orlglial ‘might be put into' a
fireproof safs, 'Tha document jtself la
thus finally protected. i ;
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